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Recognition of foreign professional
and vocational qualifications

Results of the BIBB recognition monitoring

Predominantly applications
relating to regulated 
professions

Federal law Federal state law

443,000

132,000 

Applications 
2012–2025

Applications
2012–2025

A recognition procedure
is conducted in accordance
with federal or federal state
law depending on the
profession. In accordance
with the Lisbon Convention,
there is also a certificate
evaluation for non-regulated
higher education
qualifications.

i

Certificate evaluation via the Central Office 
for Foreign Education (ZAB)

Applications 
2012–2025

542,000

59,751

16,485

Applications  
2025

Applications  
2025

118,182
Applications  
2025

1,117,000 applications for recognition and certificate evaluation,
among them 575,000 applications for recognition

Pharmacist

TOP 5 countries of training, applications 2025
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TOP 10 countries of training, applications 2012–2025

Applications for professional and vocational
qualifications from the whole world

Poland
24,096

Ukraine
30,384

Romania
26,298

Hungary
10,809

Austria
12,144 

Spain
10,575

Italy
9,951

Greece
9,072

Netherlands
7,359

Bulgaria
7,275

a

b c

d

ef

a. Croatia
9,366

b. Bosnia and Herzegovina
34,788

c. Serbia
22,347

d.Kosovo 
13,368

e. North Macedonia 
6,627

f. Albania 
12,477

Many applications directly from abroad

Turkey
39,714

Syria
38,865

Iran
16,578

Russian Federation
15,870

Egypt
11,760

Tunisia
18,471

Morocco
8,592

Philippines
20,562

Brazil
6,648

Columbia
5,343

More applications for professional and vocational
qualifications from third countries

2016
32,403 41,961 76,239Total:

20252020

Country of training: EU/EEA/SwitzerlandA Third countryB

 Note on the fact sheet: Only the first figure (top left) shows the total numbers for the federal
government and the states as well as the certificate evaluation (2012–2025). All other figures refer
exclusively to the recognition of professions under federal law (from 2012) and under state law
(from 2016, with the introduction of coordinated state statistics).
Source: a) official statistics pursuant to § 17 of the Federal Professional Qualifications Assessment 
Act (BQFG) or pursuant to the respective federal state laws governing the professions which make
reference to § 17 BQFG. Calculations by the Federal Statistical Office and BIBB. Anonymised values;
b) Statistics of the Central Office for Foreign Education (ZAB). Calculations by the ZAB and BIBB.
For further information, see:

Place of residence: GermanyA AbroadB

India
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Futher Information:
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78 %
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https://www.bibb.de/de/209810.php

Funded by:

India
18,333

2016
32,403 41,961 76,239Total:

20252020
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www.bibb.de/anerkennungsmonitoring 
www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de
www.bq-portal.de
anabin.kmk.org
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