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Open Access Policy of the Federal Institute for Vocational Education 
and Training (BIBB) 
Background 

The Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (BIBB) is the recognized center of expertise 
for researching and further developing vocational education and training (VET) in Germany. BIBB 
identifies future tasks for vocational education, promotes innovations in both national and 
international vocational education, and develops new, practical solutions for vocational education and 
training. According to §90 of the Vocational Training Act (BBiG), BIBB must publish the essential results 
of its research. 

For publishing research and work results, BIBB uses the Open Access publication model. The basic 
principles of the Open Access publication model are to make scientific publications available free of 
charge and as free as possible from technical and legal barriers. Open Access promotes the research 
process by allowing quick and unhindered access to research results. Additionally, it ensures better 
visibility of research outcomes. Overall, Open Access fosters the exchange of information within the 
scientific community. 

 

Guidelines and Implementation 

BIBB supports the fundamental principles of Open Access. To this end, the Berlin Declaration on Open 
Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities was signed in May 2014.  
 
All BIBB publications are published immediately in Open Access (the so-called "Golden Path"). 
Publications are typically provided under the Creative Commons License CC BY-SA 4.0 International 
(attribution, share alike). The use of the journal “BWP" is permitted for private and other personal use.
  
BIBB operates the VET Repository to further promote Open Access, with the goal of providing 
publications from the field of vocational education and training research to the public in Open Access. 
The VET Repository also serves as a publication platform for preprints and grey literature from BIBB.
  
For the clear identification of BIBB publications and their long-term archiving, BIBB also assigns URNs 
(Uniform Resource Name) and deposits its publications with the German National Library.  
 
When authors from the BIBB publish their research and work results in external publications, it is 
recommended to use the Open Access publication model. To cover any potential publication fees 
(article processing charges – APCs), BIBB provides internal authors with funds from a publication fund. 
BIBB must be granted at least one direct and comprehensive right for secondary use in the sense of 
Open Access.  
 
BIBB participates in the discourse on Open Access within the academic community and offers its 
expertise through publications, workshops, and advisory services.  
 
The Open Access Officer at BIBB is the head of the Strategic Office “Publications and Scientific 
Information Services”. Staff members of the Strategic Office “Publications and Scientific Information 
Services” are available for inquiries and advice on the topic of Open Access.  
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https://www.bibb.de/en/206217.php
https://openaccess.mpg.de/67605/berlin_declaration_engl.pdf
https://openaccess.mpg.de/67605/berlin_declaration_engl.pdf
https://www.bibb.de/dienst/publikationen/en/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
http://www.vet-repository.info/
https://www.bibb.de/en/2758.php
https://www.bibb.de/en/2758.php
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