
BERLINER OBERSTUFENZENTREN (OSZ)
SECONDARY LEVEL VET-CENTRES IN BERLIN

OPEN AND SUCCESSFUL EDUCATIONAL PATHWAYS FOR EVERYONE



The OSZ System – key elements

• Open educational pathways: 
all degrees are accessible to everyone in a step-by-step approach from the BBR to the Abitur

• Degrees: 
➢ BBR (Berufsbildungsreife; after year 9)
➢ MSA (Mittlerer Schulabschluss; after year 10)
➢ Abitur (university entrance qualification; after year 12, sometimes year 13)

• Combination of vocational and general education subjects

• Each OSZ is specialised in a certain occupational field, fe.g. engineering, social services or 
administration



The OSZ System – currents facts

• 43 state-run OSZ in Berlin 

• 64.000 students

• 40.000 apprentices

• 3.600 teachers working at the OSZs (VET-specific and general education subjects)





One-stop shop: Many educational programmes under one roof

Vocational training preparation
• integrated vocational training preparation (IBA) 

Vocational training
• apprenticeship (combining in-company training and vocational school 

education)
• full-time vocational school programmes (including practical training

time)

University entry-level qualifications/ certificates are offered by:
• specialised upper secondary vocational schools (Fachoberschule)
• upper level secondary grammar schools (Berufliches Gymnasium)
• upper vocational schools (Berufsoberschule)

Continuing/ further education and training
• trade and technical school
• training for nursery school teachers



Vocational Training 
Preparation
Integrated vocational training preparation 
(IBA)

One-year-preparation programme leading 
to a regular (formal and recognized) 
apprenticeship programme
• Obtainable degrees: BBR, MSA

Special pedagogical focus on
• Improve the individual language 

competence (German)
• Placement services in a suitable company 

for an internship 
• Providing individual support to every 

student by an educational guide



Vocational Training Models
Apprenticeship on the basis of a training
contract (dual VET) 
• Legal status: apprentice/ employee
• Is delivered by in-company training and 

part-time education at a vocational school
• Provides a training allowance

Full-time vocational training
• Legal status: student
• Provide full-time vocational educational

programmes including internship
• receive an equivalent degree to the dual 

VET degree



University entrance qualification: Abitur & Fachabitur

Berufliches Gymnasium 
• vocational and general subjects are inter-linked.
• specific preparation for studies and career
• Duration: 3-year programme
• Certificate: entry-qualification to general higher education (Abitur) → enables access to any

subject at university

Fachoberschule (FOS)
• Certificates: 
• subject-related entry-qualification for university of applied sciences (Fachabitur), 1 or 2 

year-programme 
• entry-qualification to general higher education (Abitur)
• internship phases



Qualification for further
education

Fachschule

Anyone who already has successfully 
obtained an initial VET-degree can register in 
further training courses at an OSZ, e.g. to 
become a state-certified economist or 
technician.

E.g. Training to become a pre-school teacher

Full-time or part-time training programme in 
3 years



Vocational school for students with special needs

• Specific VET-programms for students with special needs are offered at 4 vocational
schools in Berlin.

• Aim: successful job-placements for every single student.

• Students can also acquire formal school-leaving certificates: BBR and MSA
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Questions & exchange
–

Thank you for your attention.
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