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We investigate to what extent individual transitions to vocational training in Germany have 
been affected by local labour-market conditions. A statistical decomposition approach is 
developed and applied, allowing for a systematic differentiation between long-term change, 
short-term fluctuations, and structural regional differences in labour-market conditions. To 
study individual-level consequences for transitions to vocational training, regionalized labour-
market data are merged with longitudinal data from the National Educational Panel Study, and 
multivariate transition-rate models are fitted. The results indicate that structural differences 
between regions have had significant effects on the transition behaviour of school leavers, 
whereas temporary crises have been of only minor relevance. Moreover, different groups have 
been affected to different degrees by varying labour-market conditions. We also highlight the 
usefulness of our decomposition approach for a broader set of applications. 
 
Dr. Katarina Wessling wird die Grundidee des Papers und ein paar weitere empirische Befunde 
zu dem gleichnamigen Artikel vorstellen, den sie gemeinsam mit Steffen Hilmert und Andreas 
Hartung in der European Sociological Review veröffentlich hat. Der Artikel kann bei der 
Zeitschrift heruntergeladen werden:  
 
European Sociological Review, Volume 33, Issue 4, August 2017, Pages 534–550, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/esr/jcx057 
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